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Background: Substance abuse among students can lead to several
complications and damages in individual and society. The present
study was conducted with the aim of determining predictors of be-
havioral intention substance abuse among students with application
of prototype/willingness model.

Materials and Methods: This cross-sectional study was performed
among 120 students of Yazd University of Medical Sciences. Partici-
pants were chosen by simple random sampling method and with
probability proportional to size. Data were collected through a re-
searcher- made questionnaire in self-report. Data were analyzed by
using of Pearson correlation and linear regression tests in SPSS 18.
Results: The prevalence of drug abuse experience among students
was 6.7 percent. The structure of attitudes, subjective norms and risk
images predicted respectively 47 percent of behavioral intention vari-
ance and 11 percent of behavioral willingness variance.

Conclusions: According to the prediction ability of subjective norms
and risk images which predicted behavioral intention for drug abuse,
it is suggested to enhance the negative attitudes toward drug abuse
and reduce the persuasive abuse subjective norms in the design of
substance abuse prevention programs for youth.
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